
 
 

COMMENTARY 
 
NAVY WINGS and the NAVY WINGS HERITAGE FLIGHT 
 
Introduction 
 
Navy Wings is a charity that has for many years supported the Royal Navy’s aviation 

heritage and now, with the newly formed Navy Wings Heritage Flight, has taken on the role 

of preserving and flying these historic Naval aircraft for all to enjoy and admire.  Navy Wings 

aim is to inspire future generations to remember the service and sacrifice of those involved 

with naval flying and promote a deeper understanding of the important part played by the 

Royal Naval Air Service and the Fleet Air Arm in the history of our country.  Funded entirely 

by public donations the charity needs your support to keep these historic aircraft flying.      

 

We believe it is really important to preserve these old aircraft in a flying state so that future 
generations can understand just what it took for young people to fly in really arduous 
conditions and in many cases under fire, from ships at sea. Whether it is the flimsy linen on 
the Swordfish fuselage (of Bismarck and Taranto fame) or the sheer size of the Sea Vixen 
which was central to jet operations from aircraft carriers, it is difficult not to be moved when 
you get up close and personal. 
 
It is only when you see them fly that you understand just what they mean to the history of the 
nation and in particular, the history of maritime aviation in the Royal Navy.  If we cannot raise 
the money on an annual basis to keep them operating, most of these aircraft will end up in 
museums and will never fly again. 
 
The Collection 

 

The Navy Wings aircraft are collectively known as the Navy Wings Heritage Flight (NWHF).  

They compromise a mix of aircraft either owned by or loaned to NWHF to operate.  Those 

aircraft generously loaned to the flight by private owners have a Memorandum of 

Understanding between the aircraft owners and Navy Wings that allows NWHF to operate 

them.  The aircraft types currently operated or waiting in the wings to be operated by Navy 

Wings are: 

 

Operated by NWHF Owned or 
Associate 

2022/2023 

Fairey Swordfish x 3 Owned Swordfish x 2 operating, 
3rd Swordfish awaiting restoration 

Supermarine Seafire Owned Operating 

Westlands Wasp Owned Operating  

Hawker Sea Hawk Owned Awaiting return to flight package 

Hawker Sea Fury Owned Awaiting return to flight package 

De Havilland Sea Vixen Owned Awaiting return to flight package 

North American Harvard Owned Operating 

de Havilland Chipmunk x 2 Owned Chipmunk x 1 operating, 
2nd chipmunk undergoing restoration  

Stinson Reliant Associate Operating 

de Havilland Tiger Moth Associate Operating 



 

Events 

 

Based at Royal Naval Air Station Yeovilton in Somerset, the NWHF aircraft operate up and 

down the United Kingdom flying past or displaying aircraft at air shows and events.  With 

each aircraft given a set number of hours to fly each year, some aircraft are seen out and 

about rather more than others depending on their primary role for the flight i.e. display or 

pilot training function. The aircraft hours are limited annually to manage the hours on the 

engines and airframes and ensure careful budgeting in support of those hours.     

    

Experience Flights 

 

With the formation of the NWHF the team worked hard to gain CAA permissions to be able 

to fly people in their Swordfish and Wasp giving all a chance to experience a flight in either 

(or both!) rotary and fixed wing historic naval aircraft.  These flights are now available and 

those interested should visit the Navy Wings website to find out more on how to book a 

flight.  Seats are limited so early booking is advisable. You can find out more at 

www.heritageflight.co.uk  

 

Navy Wings Supporters 

 
Our Supporters are the engine room which keep us going as a charity and for the price of 
less than a pint of beer or glass of wine a month can make a real difference.  Becoming a 
Navy Wings Supporter gives individuals an opportunity to share in the excitement of keeping 
historic aeroplanes flying. By making an annual subscription of £36 the Supporter can 
become part of the Navy Wings family enjoying the benefits of special Supporters days with, 
amongst other benefits, unique access to the aircraft and regular news and updates.   
 

Merchandise 

 

Selling merchandise, the profits of which go to support the charity, is an important 

fundraising stream and at a number of events the team will have a stand where you can buy 

aviation themed merchandise much of which is directly linked to the aircraft we operate.  

There is also an online shop accessible via the Navy Wings website where hundreds of 

items are available to purchase, from books, to key rings, polo shirts to baseball caps and 

much more besides.  

 

For commentators Jon Parkinson (01935 842005 ext 212) can be contacted to see if a 

merchandise team will be at your event.  The team is often comprised of Maggie and Bryan 

Keets who as Navy Wings volunteers have for a number of years taken the Navy Wings 

stand to major events up and down the country, selling direct to the public and giving up their 

precious time to do so.   

 

Donations 

 

Donations to Navy Wings can be given at the merchandise stand (if at your events) or online 
at the Navy Wings website.   
 

More information can be found on the Navy Wings website: 
www.navywings.org.uk 

 
 

http://www.heritageflight.co.uk/
http://www.navywings.org.uk/

